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Babraham Parish Council: Minutes of Meeting held 9™ July 2026

Present:

Stuart Laurie

Denise Dear

Rob Attwood

Tim Jones

Stuart Hay (BRC)

Clir Peter McDonald

Cllr Laurence Damary-Homan
Members of Public: 0

Part I: Non-Confidential Information

2607/01 | To receive and approve apologies for absence: Kelly Hathaway

2607/02 To receive members’ declaration of interest for items on this agenda
None declared

2607/03 To sign and approve minutes of meeting dated 11" June 2026
Minutes approved and signed off

2607/04 | Exclusion of the public
To determine which items, if any, from Part 1 of the Agenda should be taken with the public
excluded

2607/05 Report from South Cambridgeshire District Councillor P McDonald

The full report can be found on the Babraham PC website, but in brief:

Cambridge Growth Company

Parish Councils are probably aware that the last government and this government have both
had designs on increasing the growth of housing and jobs in Greater Cambridge far beyond
what we have identified through our local plan process - 150,000 by 2050 “theirs” 77,000 by
2045 “ours” This aspiration has now taken a leap forward with the Labour Government
formally announcing its intention to create a Government led Development Corporation
covering the whole South Cambs and Cambridge City area. This is vastly larger in geography
and population than has ever been seen before anywhere in the UK. There is no doubt that
this will result in loss of greenbelt land though where that might be, we cannot as yet say.

If the government does not amend its plans, as they currently stand, all planning applications
above 250 units will be submitted to the Devco and decided by its own planning committee
which will only have 4 elected members with the majority being ‘experts. This represents a
huge democratic deficit, with a Westminster minister having ultimate say.

We are talking to government to see if we can move this situation into something acceptable
to our council and communities based upon the large amount of consultation we have
conducted and the responses we have seen to their consultation, most of which align with
our strongly held views.

Local Plan published

Following the consultation earlier in the year, the Greater Cambridge Local Plan has now
been published. It will be considered by the council’s Scrutiny & Overview Committee on 14
July and by Full Council on 16 July.
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/proposed-submission-greater-
cambridge-local-plan-committee-pack

Community Pantry Grant

A new grant scheme has been launched by the District Council to provide funding of up to
£400 to Parish Councils and community groups to set up a Community Pantry. This is part of



https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/proposed-submission-greater-cambridge-local-plan-committee-pack
https://consultations.greatercambridgeplanning.org/proposed-submission-greater-cambridge-local-plan-committee-pack
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the council’s Cost of Living Support. Pantries of this type are simple, community-run spaces
that provide residents with free access to food and everyday essentials, helping to tackle food
insecurity while also reducing food waste. They are generally accessible, do not usually
require staffing, and are maintained by the community.
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/community-groups-invited-to-apply-for-new-community-
pantry-grant

Support for Mobile Warden Schemes

The District Council provides funding for a number of Mobile Warden Schemes, which help
people maintain independent living for longer, and is currently promoting these to help
increase uptake with a video highlighting the benefits of these arrangements.

Cost of Living and Anti Poverty Support

In May 2025, Cambridgeshire’s independent Poverty Strategy Commission produced “A call
for a strategic approach to end poverty across Cambridgeshire”, then, in June 2025, the
government announced the launch of the new multi-year Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF),
replacing the previous Household Support Fund (HSF), with Cambridgeshire County Council
receiving £5.3m in 2026-27 and 2027-28.

The new crisis payment scheme will respond flexibly to residents in financial crisis that could
prevent them from being able to manage essential costs. Once immediate needs are
addressed, residents will then be linked into wraparound resilience support, aiming to reduce
the likelihood of future financial shocks.

Families eligible for but not currently registered for Free School Meals will also be prioritised,
as will low-income families with younger children not registered for Healthy Start vouchers.
The new Crisis Payment scheme is expected to launch for Cambridgeshire residents in
October 2026. Information about the support that’s available in the interim period can be
found on our website.

The reports discussed by the committee can be found on our website and a recording of the
meeting is available to watch on our YouTube channel.

Read the Beat Reading Activities for Children

Children across Cambridgeshire can discover the joy of reading this summer by signing up to
the musically themed 2026 Summer Reading Challenge.

The free Challenge at Cambridgeshire Libraries is open to pre-school and primary school-aged
children of all reading abilities and encourages young readers to keep up their reading during
the school holidays, building confidence and creativity along the way

Running from Saturday, 4 July, until Saturday, 5 September, the Challenge encourages
children to read six books of their choice, with everything from fiction and non-fiction to
audiobooks and eBooks counting towards their goal, as long as they are borrowed from the
library.

lllegal Tobacco & Vapes

A multi-agency operation led by Cambridgeshire Trading Standards has resulted in the seizure
of illegal tobacco and vapes across East Cambridgeshire.

On 23 June, officers worked alongside Cambridgeshire Police and HM Revenue and Customs
(HMRC) to carry out inspections at premises in Ely, Soham and Littleport. The operation led to
the seizure of 25,000 illegal cigarettes, 6.85kg of hand-rolling tobacco and more than 138
illegal vaping products from three locations.

Specialist Wagtail detection dogs, trained to locate hidden tobacco, supported the operation.
The action forms part of ongoing work across the county to target the sale and supply of illicit
tobacco and nicotine products. Over the past year, Trading Standards officers have seized
around 3,500 illegal vapes and more than 32,000 illicit cigarettes across Cambridgeshire.



https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/community-groups-invited-to-apply-for-new-community-pantry-grant
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/community-groups-invited-to-apply-for-new-community-pantry-grant
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-living/crisis-payment
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/MeetingsCalendar/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/2536/Committee/66/SelectedTab/Documents/Default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/@CambsCountyCouncil/streams
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2607/06

Report from Cambridgeshire County Councillors

Work has been done on the Highways, unnecessary road signs removed, potholes on the way
to Sawston have been filled.

Drain cover outside school- waiting for update.

The full report can be found on the Babraham PC website, but in brief:

Local Government Reorganisation

Despite the forthcoming change in PM, Local Government Reorganisation decisions for our
area, and others, are expected to be made before the parliamentary recess on 17 July. There
is a lot of uncertainty around which option will be chosen, with many other local authorities
challenging LGR decisions in their areas. Judicial reviews will likely only see success if they can
prove that the process followed by the Government was not in accordance with the
published guidance for the LGR proposal. Locally, there is a chance that some authorities
would challenge a decision, depending on what option the Government opts for- including
their own option.

Ultimately, there is not an LGR outcome that would not see South Cambs and Cambridge City
together in a unitary authority, unless the whole process is abandoned. With the impending
change in PM there is a level of underlying uncertainty, but a decision is expected to be made
by the current Government.

Holiday Activities and Food programme

The Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme returns this summer, with

holiday scheme places and nutritious meals for eligible school-aged children

across Cambridgeshire from 21 July to 28 August.

Armed Forces Covenant

The county council’s Communities, Social Mobility and Inclusion Committee has agreed to
formally sign the Armed Forces Covenant, bolstering the support provided through the 2011
Armed Forces Community Covenant, and making a public declaration of support for and
commitment to the Armed Forces community. While signing the Armed Forces Covenant is
voluntary, national legislation has significantly strengthened the Covenant in recent years
New anti-poverty programme agreed

Members of the council’s Communities, Social Mobility and Inclusion Committee have
unanimously agreed a number of new anti-poverty initiatives using the Government’s multi-
year Crisis and Resilience Fund.

Cambridgeshire County Council is receiving a share of this fund, which replaces the
Household Support Fund

Digital support for unpaid carers

According to the 2021 Census 52,236 people in Cambridgeshire are caring for a family
member, friend or neighbour who is ill, older, or disabled. Caring responsibilities can impact
on people’s health, finances, and employment opportunities.

Bridgit is an Al-enabled digital support platform developed in partnership with Caring
Together Charity, which supports carers on behalf of the County Council. It provides a one-
stop, 24/7, digital hub offering personalised advice on wellbeing, employment, finance, care
options, and local support services. Since its launch in 2024, Bridgit has been accessed by
more than 9,000 carers, generating over 13,000 personalised self-help plans.

Minerals and Waste local plan

The County Council has agreed to start the process of updating its Minerals and Waste Local
Plan, which it does every five years.

Highways contract renegotiated

The council has agreed an extension of its road maintenance contract with M Group, which
will provide better value for taxpayers and stability during Local Government Reorganisation.



https://www.lgcplus.com/politics/governance-and-structure/will-legal-challenges-derail-reorganisation-plans-18-06-2026/
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2607/07

2607/08

2607/09
2607/10

2607/11

2607/12

The council’s contract with M Group, which was due to end in June 2027, will be extended
until June 2030. As part of the extension a number of enhancements to the contract have
been jointly agreed between the council and M Group, prioritising improved value for money
and quality control.

The new contract extension will come into effect in July this year, with agreed improvements
in the delivery of road maintenance services to be rolled out over the course of the summer.
Busway Safety

Significant progress has been made to deliver essential safety improvements along the length
of the Guided Busway over the last year, with installation of safety fencing to the southern
part of the Busway almost complete. To the north of Cambridge, works are taking place
between Cambridge Regional College and Milton Road. After this section has been
completed, contractors will continue the installation of separation fencing between Milton
Road and Cambridge North station. Procurement for works along the route from Histon to St
Ives is expected in summer 2026, with construction due from late summer.

Bus services at risk

An independent review for the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority warns
that bus networks across the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough area could see severe cuts.
Driven by a funding shortfall and Mayor Paul Bristow’s announcement that he will not
increase his mayoral precept, the report projects a ten per cent network cut by 2029 and a
nineteen per cent reduction by 2035, with nearly thirty-eight per cent of services at risk.

Report from Babraham Research Campus (BRC) representative

Outline planning application submitted in July has been put back until Oct as further
information was needed, the Close, infrastructure etc.

There is a possibility of slip road from the A505/A11

Lease on the Forest Garden still not presented or signed.

BRC are keen to carry on being as helpful as possible, and support the Parish Council.
Flint walls- still a lot of work needs to be done.

The hedging at the Church was cut down some time ago, still to be removed.

Verge along the High St- topsoil to be removed and levelled, planted with grass and wild
flowers, help asked of the BRC with removing the rubble.

The Trout Club is still looking after the river.

Renovation of War Memorial

Clerk has contacted several stonemasons for quotes. Two received so far, looking to get a
third.

The Memorial has not been listed, Clerk would like to apply to have this listed Grade 2, which
will protect it from any possible development/removal.

Clerk has also applied for a grant to renovate-clean and recut/enamel lettering.

Public participation time — 15 minutes allowed

CSET- CSET and Grange Farm, decision likely by Christmas.

Village Hall — need to confirm the ownership and management of Village Hall.

Clerk would like to obtain advice regarding claiming back VAT. This was agreed to.

The build is progressing well, there is a delay with the steel due to the war in Iran. Work
should be finished end of Oct.

Forest Garden Project update
Meeting scheduled in Sept. A suggestion for the information board has been submitted, need
to see what the cost is.
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2607/13

2607/14

2607/15

2607/16

2607/17

2607/18

Neighbourhood Plan- update
This is still being worked on but on schedule.
Updates from last meeting.

e Grange Farm development- see clarification from Geoff King in the correspondence
section below. They are asking for funds to help fightthe development, decision
deferred until the Sept meeting.

e EV charging points- no new information.

General Village Matters and new items for discussion:
Zero Carbon application for Solar panels for the Village Hall- Clerk looking into this.
FINANCE

Receipts and Transfers (as of 3" July 2026))
5t June 2026 Insurance refund £500
30™ June Interest £2256.26

Payments (as of 3" July 2026)

A full list of payments was circulated, approved and signed off.

Clerk Salary/Tax/Expenses- confidential
Hugo Fox Website provider £35.99
C Morris Bins/grasscutting £470.00
Unity Trust bank Bank charges £9.10
Avast Web/PC protection £84.99
P D Doyle Builders Village Hall £36,725.43
Auditing Solutions  Internal Audit £366.00
P D Doyle * Builders Village Hall £41,456.55

*Not included in balances

Balances and Bank Reconciliation at 3™ July 2026

Unity Current A/C balance £6142.93
Unity Savings A/C balance £428,988.68
Cambridge Building Society £85,878.44
TOTAL £521,010.05
Above total includes Reserves:

Sec 106/ Village Hall £387,746.55
Public Art f 56,933.97
Playground £25,000.00
Forest Garden £421.32
Total Reserved £470,101.84
Total remaining for PC £50,908.21

AUDIT 2025-2026

The Internal Audit has been completed by Auditing Solutions. Documents have now
been posted on the website and Noticeboard. Clerk draws the Parish Councils attention
to the Babraham Report by the Auditor, this has been circulated to the PC and also on
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2607/19

2607/20

2607/21

2607/22

2607/23

2607/24

the website. The documents required have now been sent to the External Auditor for
their review. Councillors confirmed this had been read and approved.

PLANNING

Planning Applications: none

Planning decisions: none

Correspondence.
From Geoff King re Grange Farm and the efforts of the SAVE campaign group.

At the BPC | stated that there are plans in place to extend CSET from the Babaham hub across
the A11 and A1307 then into Grange Farm town centre. You may remember that the parish
council felt that my information was incorrect or outdated and that CSET would in fact be
stopping at the Babraham hub.

To get more clarity on the situation SAVE contacted Peter McDonald and sought his opinion
on exactly where CSET will stop (if it goes ahead). Based on Peter's comments it seems that
the current / ongoing enquiry phase of the project (CSET2) covers the route from the
biomedical campus to, indeed, the Babraham hub. So, it does not include bridging of the All,
as | had stated at the meeting. My comments on the bridging were based on an engineering
report dated September 2025 and considered to be the most up to date regarding CSET and
the Grange Farm scenario - but are for a possible future phase relating directly to the Grange
Farm proposal alone.

The position becomes complicated in that the CSET-S extension will only come into play
should the Grange Farm new town allocation go forward to Planning Inspectorate level and
government funding being received for CSET2. In effect, the extension across the A11 and
A1307 will form a part of a separate future enquiry process and will not be included in
current discussions.

I hope this clarifies the matter.

Items for inclusion in the next meeting

Date of next meetings:
No meeting in August
10* Sept 2026

Part Il: Confidential Information

Exclusion of the Press and the Public: To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of
the remainder of the business, the Press and the Public be excluded from the meeting.

Signature: Anne Charteris 15th July 2026

10 Duxford Road, Hinxton, Saffron Walden, Essex, CB10 1RB
01799 531827 or Mobile 07890512309




