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FULL COUNCIL

Council composition

In the last month, the Reform UK group on the Council has lost one of its members who
now sits as an Independent, and appointed a new interim leader Clir Stefan Fisher to
replace the previous leader James Sidlow.

Meanwhile the 31 Liberal Democrats and two other Independents have joined forces to
form a single Liberal Democrat & Independent Group.

The new composition of the Council is as follows.
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Local Government Reorganisation

The Full Council meeting on Tuesday 21 October resolved by a majority vote to submit
Option A to Government for its consideration. Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire
will vote to submit Option B, as will East Cambridgeshire though with at least half the
Council opposing it.

Proposal A Proposal B Proposal C

Huntingdonshire may submit either Option C, or its own Option E which looks like
Option C but with a separate Huntingdonshire.



Peterborough is likely to submit either Option A or Option D which is being pushed by
its two MPs. Option D would split Huntingdonshire in two, with East Cambridgeshire in
a council with Fenland and the east half of Huntingdonshire.

It is not clear what if anything Fenland will submit.

Surrey is further along in the process than we are, and the Government has just
announced its decision on the new boundaries there. This will create just two unitary
authorities, with five of the current districts in one, and six in the other. The majority of
respondents to the Government’s consultation did not want this solution for Surrey—
just 19 per cent supported it while 56 per cent opposed it.

Cambridgeshire’s outcome may be different, but at the moment it appears that Local
Government Reorganisation is being led by the Treasury and resulting in larger
councils, with local opinion not counting for much.

Motions for debate
Four motions were debated at the County Council meeting on 21 October.

1. the impact of the Government’s plan to end overseas recruitment for
social care visas.

2. the opportunity to lower the voting age to 16 for the new unitary councils, and to
change the voting system.

3. attacks on public-facing workers including, but not only, shop workers.
4. support for people in mental health crisis and suicide prevention.

A fifth motion, on fast food advertising on bus shelters, was withdrawn for further work.

STRATEGY, RESOURCES AND PERFORMANCE

Customer care

The Council has amended its Customer Feedback Policy and Care Standards in line
with recent changes made by the Ombudsman. Among other things, these changes
mean that a council’s internal complaints system must have no more than two stages—
Cambridgeshire’s had three, which has now been reduced.

Budget and business plan

The Council continues to forecast an overspend for the current year, which is gradually
reducing. The overspend reflects the key pressures facing the Council, including the
increasing number of children requiring care and the shortfall of local placements; the
cost of home to school transport; higher costs for services for people with learning
disabilities following the end of a pooled budget arrangement with the NHS; and higher
capital financing costs.



Every year, the Council must set a balanced budget to support a wide range of services
including social care, education, libraries, highways and transport, environmental
services, and waste management. With rising costs, a growing population, and
increasing demands, more than half of the Council’s spending currently goes toward
social care, while other major areas of spending include special educational needs and
disabilities, transport, and the environment.

Budget survey

The Council has launched a public engagement survey to gather residents’ views on
where the Council should prioritise spending and savings in the years ahead.

The engagement survey, which will close on Monday 24 November, asks residents for
their views on how the Council should approach budget priorities. It asks questions such
as whether the Council should be looking to increase its income, or decrease spending
on some of its services.

https://yourvoice.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business-planning/26-27-phase-1-
engagement/

ADULTS & HEALTH

Arthur Rank Hospice

Arthur Rank Hospice is facing a funding deficit of £829,000, primarily due to the
withdrawal of a long-standing funding contribution from Cambridge University
Hospitals. This cut could force the hospice to close nine of its 23 beds—a 40 per cent
reduction in capacity, and a contradiction of the government's own 10-year Health
Plan to shift care into the community.

This dramatic loss of service will mean that over 200 people a year could be denied
the option of dying with dignity, receiving compassionate, specialist palliative care in
the community until the very end of their lives.

The hospice's financial crisis is worsened by the government's increase in employer
National Insurance Contributions (NICs), which is costing the hospice an additional
£225,000 a year and further threatens patient care.

A petition to save the Arthur Rank Hospice beds and protect end-of-life care in
Cambridgeshire is due to be presented to Government on Monday 3 November.

Integrated Care System

In response to Government requirements for cost savings, Cambridgeshire &
Peterborough’s NHS Integrated Care Board, responsible for planning and
commissioning local health services, has now been gathered into a much bigger
cluster of boards. Stretching from Milton Keynes to Hertfordshire, the new Board will


https://yourvoice.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business-planning/26-27-phase-1-%20engagement/
https://yourvoice.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business-planning/26-27-phase-1-%20engagement/

be one of the biggest in the country, with the focus on Cambridgeshire very much
reduced.

The change is being implemented at breakneck speed, in a way which means it
cannot deliver. The Boards must cut their running costs by fifty per cent in a matter of
months. Many of the staff are at risk of redundancy, but there is no money for those
redundancies to be enacted. Staff cannot be let go from their current jobs, or the new
system staffed, because there is no money to do so.

Health scrutiny

The first meeting of the Council’s new Health Scrutiny Committee reviewed how the
system of annual health checks for young adults with learning disabilities was
working. It also considered the Government'’s ten-year plan for the NHS.

CCS Trust Merger

Cambridgeshire Community Services (CCS) NHS Trust is planning to merge with
Norfolk Community Health & Care NHS Trust, to form East of England Community
Health & Care NHS Trust. The organisations will be engaging with the public,
stakeholders and local MPs, and working with NHS England on the process to
ensure everything is in place for the end of March 2026.

CCS provides a range of health services in Cambridgeshire, from services for
children and young people and dental provision to musculoskeletal physiotherapy,
contraception and sexual health services.

Be Winter Wise

Cambridgeshire County Council has relaunched its annual #BeWinterWise
campaign, for winter 2025-26. The campaign aims to help Cambridgeshire residents
stay safe, warm, and healthy throughout the colder months by sharing practical
advice, highlighting local support, and encouraging communities to look out for one
another. It will:

¢ Raise awareness of how winter weather, financial pressures, and health
challenges can be connected.

e Provide support by signposting residents to useful services, and sharing
advice tailored to different needs.

e Encourage community spirit, empowering neighbours to support one another
and build resilience together.

The campaign will share useful information about cost of living support, including
practical guidance on how to claim Pension Credit for those over State Pension age
and on a low income. It will explain how families can apply for supermarket vouchers
for children eligible for free school meals during the school holidays, helping to ease
pressures on household budgets.

In addition, the campaign will signpost to support and information from local partner
organisations who provide essential services during the winter months, from heating
and energy advice to community-based wellbeing support.



ENVIRONMENT & GREEN INVESTMENT

Flood resilience campaign

The Council has launched a new flood resilience campaign to improve flood
preparedness and communications about flooding. As part of the campaign, practical
advice and resources will be shared through the Council’'s website and social media
channels. This includes how to sign up for flood alerts, report flooding to the appropriate
authority, and access support to form or join a community flood group. For more
information and to get involved, visit https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/flood-prepare
or follow the campaign on social media, using #CambsFloodResilience.

Nature Recovery “From the Ground Up” project launched

The Council has launched the Nature Recovery “From the Ground Up” project, which
seeks to “support communities in Cambridgeshire to co-create parish-level Community
Nature Plans that reflect local priorities and are informed by the strategic ecological
vision of the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS).” The project aims to support
community nature preservation and enhancement projects as part of the efforts to
promote nature recovery across the county. More details can be found in the attached
document (sent to Parish Clerks alongside the report).

At this time, the project is in Phase 1 which provides support to a number of pre-
selected Parishes; Haslingfield has been selected for Phase 1 within our Division and
are already aware of the project. However, there are ambitions to expand the areas of
support and the Community Nature team are keen to hear expressions of interest from
Parishes who would potentially like to be involved in future phases of the project. If your
Parish is interested, please fill out the response form.

Government to invest £500m to support “Europe’s Silicon Valley”

The Government has announced that it is investing £500m to “kickstart” growth along
the Oxford-Cambridge Corridor, with £400m to be spent on the “Cambridge end”. The
Chancellor emphasized the Government’s claims that the corridor could add “£78bn to
the UK’s economy by 2035”. East-West Rail is being viewed as an essential part of the
development of the region with Lord Vallance, , stating that “the rail is the very
backbone of allowing this to work effectively” when referring to the Ox-Cam Growth
Corridor.


https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/flood-prepare
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ZLMn4x4EUUyC8skGp4-cyfc0nvuI9DlGm8aJwMW-oVNUOUpLTU1XN045NjRHMk1LNTgyUk45NUNNTS4u&route=shorturl

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT

LED street light replacements

The County Council’'s programme to replace existing street lights with LEDs continues.
Where vegetation or trees are obscuring the street lights, contractor Balfour Beatty
should arrange for works to be completed as a separate task to trim up to one metre
around the lantern where required.

Balfour Beatty should also send the Council a monthly report of any vegetation or trees
needing to be cut back to allow street lights to light the road correctly.

Public Rights of Way maintenance hierarchy

The Council has now agreed a new hierarchy for maintenance of Public Rights of Way,
targeting activity on the rights of way which are most used and valued by local
communities.

Council officers have reviewed feedback received over the summer, and undertaken a
map-based review of school catchment areas. Any Public Rights of Way that provide a
direct alternative to on-road walking or cycling routes towards a school site from
residential areas within the catchment have had their rankings increased. 221 Public
Rights of Way have had their rankings uplifted.

Parishes will be formally invited to comment every two years on the rankings of Public
Rights of Way within the hierarchy beginning in 2027.

Gritting and snow clearance

As winter approaches, the Council has published information around how the public can
support with gritting and snow clearance in their communities. Details on how
volunteers can register to support community gritting schemes and how farmers can
offer their support are provided, with training and insurance offered by the Council.

GRANTS

The Council is exploring how it can best communicate grant funding opportunities to
local groups, including Parish Councils. As your Councillors, we will always
communicate any grants that may be of use to Parish Councils within the Division,
but we also want to make it easier for Parish Councils to find relevant information
themselves which should hopefully allow for applications to be made more efficiently.

Firstly, the Council already has a “Funding opportunities in Cambridgeshire”
webpage. This page is updated regularly and covers a large number of grant
sources, including the County and District Councils, as well as charitable
organisations. Work is ongoing to continually improve this resource.

Also, Parish Councils, particularly clerks, are encouraged to register with the Support


https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/gritting-roads-cycleways-and-paths/help-with-gritting-and-clearing-snow?nodeId=57670379-57be-4172-b9a3-74f637e47031&entryId=4968892b-aac9-02fb-1967-1e1fb384281b
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/funding-opportunities-in-cambridgeshire
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/funding-opportunities-in-cambridgeshire
https://funding.idoxopen4community.co.uk/supportcambs

Cambridgeshire 4 Community resource. This service provides a database and email
notification service for relevant grant funds from a wide range of sources. Searches
on the database can be refined to those relevant to “Community and Parish
Councils”.

County Councillors for the Sawston and Shelfords Division

Clir Laurence Damary-Homan
Laurence.damaryhoman@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
07527368891

Clir Peter Fane
Peter.fane@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
07802256861
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