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Babraham Parish Council: Minutes of Meeting held 11% June

2026

Present:

Stuart Laurie

Denise Dear (taking minutes in Clerk’s absence)

Rob Attwood

Kelly Hathaway
Members of Public: 1

2606/01

2606/02

2606/03

2606/04

2606/05

2606/06

Part I: Non-Confidential Information

To receive and approve apologies for absence
Tim Jones. Anne Charteris, Stuart Haye (BRC) and ClIr Laurence Damary-Homan

To receive members’ declaration of interest for items on this agenda
None

To sign and approve minutes of meeting dated 14" May 2026
Signed and approved

Co-option of Parish Councillor
Tim Jones was unanimously co-opted onto the Council

Exclusion of the public
To determine which items, if any, from Part 1 of the Agenda should be taken with the
public excluded

Report from South Cambridgeshire District Councillor P McDonald

This can be found in full on the BPC website, but in brief:

Local Government Reorganisation

Four options for Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) were submitted to the
government in November. The Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government
consulted on these in March.

We are expecting a decision from the government on which option will be chosen in July.
Parish Councils will not be affected directly by the legislation, although the election cycle is
likely to change and parishes will only be served by one councillor where today they are
served by two.

Energy Efficiency Award

The District Council was Highly Commended in the East of England 2026 Regional Energy
Efficiency Awards, based on significant energy efficiency improvements at South Cambs
Hall, in our social housing stock, and at the Waterbeach Renewable Energy Network

New Cabinet appointed
The Cabinet for the new District Council administration has been confirmed as:
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/councillors-and-committees/our-cabinet-members

Zero Carbon Grants



https://www.scambs.gov.uk/councillors-and-committees/our-cabinet-members
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2606/07

The eighth round of the Council’s Zero Carbon Communities Grant is now open, offering a
share of £152,000 to projects across the district that will reduce carbon emissions and
foster community engagement around climate change. The scheme is open to Parish
Councils and a wide range of community groups, offering grants of between £2,000 and
£19,500.
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/council-pledges-more-money-for-zero-carbon-
communities-grants

East West Rail consultation

The East West Rail company’s final consultation is still open until 9 June. This will be the
last opportunity for our communities to have their say on the plans and help shape the
final design. https://eastwestrail.co.uk/news/latest-stories/east-west-rail-announces-
details-of-final-consultation

Woodland Initiative
Cambridgeshire County Council is inviting communities, landowners and farmers to come
forward if they have land suitable for new woodland, hedgerow creation, and nature
recovery, as part of a campaign to rebuild the county’s depleted tree cover.
The project delivers a wide range of benefits including climate resilience, carbon storage,
flood management, improved biodiversity, cleaner air and better public health.
Priority will be given to:

e Lower-grade agricultural land

e Sites next to existing habitats such as woodland, wetlands or meadows

e Land that can help connect ecological networks across Cambridgeshire.
Those interested are encouraged to complete the secure online form by 30 June 2026 for
the 2026/27 planting season. Further information about the offers to support the delivery
of these woodlands will be available over the next couple of months: Woodland Creation |
Cambridgeshire County Council

Report from Cambridgeshire County Councillors
This can be found in full on the BPC website, but in brief

The Council held its annual meeting on Tues 19 May, with 2 motions debated. This was the
first meeting where an unlimited number of motions were allowed, with one motion
allowed to be submitted by each councillor.

Armed Forces Covenant

The first motion, from Clir Yannifer Malinowski (Burwell) was on the Armed Forces
Covenant

The Council restated its long-standing commitment to ensuring that serving personnel,
veterans and their families are treated fairly and face no disadvantage when accessing
public services.

There are over 22,500 veterans living in Cambridgeshire and a strong Armed Forces
presence across the region.

Logistics and freight

The second motion, from Cllr Luis Navarro (Longstanton and Northstowe) was on logistics
and freight, and asked the council to take a coordinated approach to better understanding
and managing freight impacts.



https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/council-pledges-more-money-for-zero-carbon-communities-grants
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/council-pledges-more-money-for-zero-carbon-communities-grants
https://eastwestrail.co.uk/news/latest-stories/east-west-rail-announces-details-of-final-consultation
https://eastwestrail.co.uk/news/latest-stories/east-west-rail-announces-details-of-final-consultation
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/woodland-creation
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/woodland-creation
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2606/08

2606/09

2606/10

2606/11

Quality of Life survey

Cambridgeshire County Council has launched its fourth annual Quality of Life survey,
inviting residents to share their views on life in Cambridgeshire and the issues that matter
most to them and their communities.

Alongside the random sample, all residents are encouraged to take part in the survey
which will remain open into the summer and close on 5 August 2026.

Responses will then be analysed and shared with councillors and the public in the autumn.
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/quality-of-life-survey

New cycle training contract

The Highways and Transport Committee has agreed to seek a new contract to deliver cycle
training for children across the county. This will ensure that thousands of children in
Cambridgeshire will continue to benefit from high-quality cycling skills and road safety
education, through to 2029.

Water safety campaign

As warmer weather approaches, a new campaign Be Water Smart has been launched by
Cambridgeshire County Council to support families to enjoy water safely this summer.
Designed to equip parents with important lifesaving knowledge, Be Water Smart aims to
raise awareness of the potential risks of swimming in open water, like lakes and rivers,
and the simple, proactive steps parents can take to ensure children have the right skills
and knowledge they need to stay safe around water.

Report from Babraham Research Campus (BRC) representative
No report received

Public participation time — 15 minutes allowed

— Geoff King from Abington Action Group against Grange Farm came to report progress.
They have spoken with the MP Pippa Hayling who is concerned about transport links and
water supply.

They have not been able to find answers as to why Grange Farm was chosen as a site
apart from the landowner benefitting. A QR coded survey of residents and surrounding
areas has taken place and the main concern is transport links. No information has been
forthcoming to date from the Environmental agency. They have also gone to the Press
and had articles in Cambridge Independent. Great and Little Abington PCs have merged
and the new Chair is Matthew Appleton a lawyer. Regarding CSET, there is a proposed
extension from the Babraham transport hub with a bridge over the A11 into Four Went
Ways petrol station and out via the Newmarket Road into the new town. The town will be
accessed across the A1307 via signalled entrance and exits. Geoff will send us the new
updated engineering plans and also link up with BetterBusways The SAVE group has heard
that the developers and promoters of the Grange Farm site is being encouraged to meet
with local area parish councils.

CSET- no further information and no date yet as to final decision

Village Hall —

Contractors have informed Stuart that cost will rise by £17K due to Iranian war.

Stuart will contact KWA to keep a closer eye on the project = asking for a weekly update
The works started end of April and have been delayed by the need to level the ground for

the erection of the shed for our equipment. SL indicated that he should like to apply to



http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/quality-of-life-survey
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2606/12

2606/13

2606/14

2606/15

2606/16

2606/17

the Zero Carbon Fund for monies to erect solar panelling on the Village Hall. AC to be
asked to do this.

This may recoup any shortfall due to the Iranian war and we could also use the Playground
funds as we will be having an internal badminton court in the new VH.

Forest Garden Project- RA has cut paths very nicely for access. DD reported that Emma
Adeane has sent a new design for the signage and that this looks good. She will circulate
asap for approval. The new rep from BRC needs to be invited onto the Steering Group. AC
to circulate his contact details.

Neighbourhood Plan-
RA reported that Hannah is working on this and that it is on target. She is travelling at
present.

Updates from last meeting.
e Grange Farm development- see above
e EV charging points: Kelly to survey school parents about this

General Village Matters and new items for discussion:

e Arrange a date for a village breakfast/barbeque at the Church-— DD requested that
the proposed village BBQ be linked to the Art Exhibition to be held at the church
on 12" September,

This was agreed and Matthew/Sally Punshon or Chis Morris need to asked as to
whether they might be available to assist with this as SL will be away. SL
suggested that any unused contributions for the AGM could be used as raffle
prizes linked to this event.

KH indicated that she was keen to promote joint ventures between the church and
the pub and will pursue this.

e Renovation of War Memorial- SL indicated that he had received notice that the
War memorial was considered to be in need of renovation — AC to get quotes for
this.

e RA needs a trailer for transporting the lawn mower for servicing. RA proposed that
we purchase a renovated trailer form SL, who agreed to house it at no cost.
The price proposed was £300 to include renovation. DD seconded this as a good
solution.

FINANCE
Receipts and Transfers (as of 5th June 2026))

Payments (as of 5" June 2026)
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Clerk Salary/Tax/Expenses- confidential
Hugo Fox Website provider £35.99
C Morris Bins/grasscutting £400.00
Unity Trust bank Bank charges £8.65
Cloudnext Email and website £179.98
Altone Printing newsletter £95
Gallagher Insurance £1669.48
KWA Architects £3600
HCR Law Solicitors village hall £1200
Clir S Laurie Expenses Annual parish Meeting £44.43
HMRC Repayment- error in refund £3084.94
KWA Architects £948.00
Clir R Attwood Petrol for mower £30.21
Womble Bond Deed of variation Village Hall £471.60
Dickinson
Womble Bond Deed of variation Village Hall £999.00
Dickinson

2606/18

2606/19

2606/20

2606/21

2606/22

A full list of payments was circulated and approved at the meeting, to be signed off at

the next meeting.

Balances and Bank Reconciliation at 5t June 2026

Unity Current A/C balance £3941.56
Unity Savings A/C balance £466,732.42
Cambridge Building Society £85,878.44

TOTAL

£556,552.42

Above total includes Reserves:
Sec 106/ Village Hall

Public Art

Playground

Forest Garden

Total Reserved

Total remaining for PC

£418,351.07
£ 56,933.97
£25,000.00
£421.32
£500,706.36
£55,846.06

PLANNING

Planning Applications: none

Planning decisions: none

Correspondence.

Items for inclusion in the next meeting
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2606/23

2606/24

Date of next meetings:  9'" July 2026
No meeting in August
10" Sept 2026

Part Il: Confidential Information

Exclusion of the Press and the Public: To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential
nature of the remainder of the business, the Press and the Public be excluded from the
meeting.

Signature: Anne Charteris 15 June 2026

10 Duxford Road, Hinxton, Saffron Walden, Essex, CB10 1RB
01799 531827 or Mobile 07890512309




